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is to breaking-point. In a technical sense their arguments be justified by reference to the dead past; but they were touch with the living present. Fox himself had admitted :> precedent could be found for this problem. A practical nan would therefore have sought to adapt the English lution (which is a growing organism, not a body of rigid to the needs of the present crisis. By his eager declara-ie left this course open for Pitt to take; and that great nentarian took it with masterly power. Me resolved to lis case on the decisions arrived at in the Revolution :entury earlier which had affirmed the ascendancy of ment in all questions relating to a vacancy in the Crown lisputed succession. Men said that he was becoming a ilican, and Fox a Tory.1 Fortunately he had to do with arly indiscreet opponents. After Fox had prejudiced 'rince's cause, Sheridan rushed in to mar its prospects arther. In the debate of i2th December he ventured to d Pitt of the danger of provoking the assertion of the i's claim to the Regency. Never did Sheridan's hatred ,t betray him into a more disastrous blunder.3 His adver-,t once turned it to account:
ve now [he said] an additional reason for asserting the authority
House and defining the boundaries of " Right," when the de-
ivc faculties of Parliament are invaded and an indecent menace
jwn  out lo awe and influence our proceedings.  In the discus-
f the question I trust the House will do its duty in spite of
ireat that may be thrown out.   Men who feel their native free-
'ill not submit to a threat, however high the authority from which
come.3
; must here pause in order to notice the allegations of Mr. i/ against Pitt. That distinguished historian asserted that onduct of the Prime Minister towards the Prince " was the first as haughty and unconciliatory as possible"; he s that the plan of a Regency should have been submitted c Prince before it was laid before Parliament; further,
die!, "Sheridan," ii, 415. thought Uie Duchess of Devonshire's friends.   Sichel, "Sheridan,"
Moore,  "Life of Sheridan,"  ii, 42, 43 J  "Part. Hist.," xxvii, 730,
E Eily nf I'tirlinmrnl ; l\\e ntntu* rncnl, lu»wcw*r ivii1' iiiulriiMhl)' Mi-rr-^iMhiwI. In llir tnulrt he carried Ihc; I (oust: with him. In vain did llurlu! declaim a|*alnsl Pitt, aly\\nt* him H self ruiotiiutcd nj»»|iHllor with Ihr I'rlnrr. " Burke Is I'ully pprMinilit-d," wrnlc Sir William Veiling cm -sand December, " but ftlmlcini; Iti-i cn\> and MN uwlrr the hiurrl »f ycnlus."" The ncn«e of Ihc Ilnusc wa« clearly with llir I'rhnc Mintoler, and Ihc c«rni»litrr of inquiry was appulntrd.
